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Thomson Abroad 


Only Glasgow could have 
produced Alexander Thomson, 
who, like Charles Rennie Mackintosh 
and his architecture — as we all 
know -— is a purely Glaswegian 
phenomenon. 

Indeed, as with Nicholas 
Hawksmoor in England, Thomson 
isa powerful argumentfor insularity: 
he never crossed the English 
Channel and knew the buildings of 
Antiquity only through prints and 
paintings, and so relied much more 
on hisimagination than other much- 
travelled and archaeologically- 
minded Greek Revivalists. 

Thomson’s efforts to build in 
Edinburgh, let alone London, were 
thwarted, but unlike Mackintosh, 
Thomson was much-imitated and it 
is possible to find curious examples 
of his influence in unexpected 
places. In Fortune Green Road in 
north-west London, opposite the 
gates of the Hampstead Cemetery, is 
an exotic building with squat square 
columns and incised ornament in 
the manner of Thomson. The 
architect is unrecorded — did he 
associate Thomson’s style with 
Death? 


There is another little piece of 
Glasgow in Liverpool, in what used 
to be the city’s most fashionable 
shopping area, Bold Street. In his 
little book ‘Some Liverpool Streets 
and Buildings in 1921’, that Neo- 
Classical enthusiast Charles Reilly 
noted how 


One has nearly missed the 
most interesting thing ofall, and 
howeasily one doesit. Above the 
combined shops of Messrs 
Bartram Orchard and Frederick 
Ash is a delightful little 
composition full of the most 

















delicate Greek detail, such as 
‘Greek’ Thomson used in 
Glasgow, and, like his work there 
too, all black with soot. If only it 
had been in plaster instead of 
stone, and painted annually, what 
a success it would have been. 








Today it is clean — and this time 
we know the architects: W. & G. 
Audsley, those Scottish-born 
brothers who were experts on 
decoration and organ building, who 
moved first to Liverpool, then to 
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Chairman’s Report 





ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 


About 160 members attended 
the Society’s first Annual General 
Meeting in the Banqueting Hall of 
the City Chambers on November 
4th. In consequence, the Alexander 
Thomson Society is now properly 
constituted with an elected 
committee and officers, listed below. 


One of the mostimportantpieces 
of business to be transacted at the 
A.G.M. was the adoption of a 
Constitution. A draft, prepared by 
the Acting Committee, was given to 
everyone, and its basis explained to 
the meeting by Dr Sam McKinstry. 


The Acting Committee had 
sought to combine workability, 
fairness and concision in the draft 
document: workability to ensure that 
full delegated authority was available 
to the Committee to carry out the 
Society's work; fairness to ensure 
that the members retain ultimate, 
long-term control of the Society; and 
concision to ensure that the Society 
is not saddled with unnecessary 
legalistic detail. He expressed the 
hope that, since members had not 
had time to digest the document, 
and the Committee had not the 
opportunity to operate it, the Society 
would adoptit with the minimum of 
debate, raising any objections at the 
next A.G.M. 


Oneimmediate amendmentwas 
necessary, however. An extra 
volunteer with specialised skills had 
lately offered tojoin the Committee. 
To enable her to serve, the number 
of Ordinary Committee Members 
would have to be increased to seven. 
Thiswas put to the vote and accepted. 


Secondly, the meeting’s authority 
was sought to incorporate any 
amendments necessary to secure 
charitable status. The meeting gave 
authority for this to be done, if 
necessary before the next A.G.M. 


Thomson is generally known as 
‘Greek’ Thomson: some members 
felt that the word ‘Greek’ should 
thus be incorporated in the Society’s 
title. After discussion, the motion 
was defeated by a large majority. 


Objections were raised to the » 


word ‘restoration’ in the Society’s 
Objectives: this was altered to 
‘conservation’. It was also decided 
that, at the next A.G.M. only, 
alterations to the Constitution 
should be decided by a simple 
majority. Any member wishing to 
propose amendments to the 
Constitution next year should give 
them to the Chairman in time for 
circulation together with notice of 
the A.G.M., which has to be done at 
least 21 days before the event. 


e 


An indicator of the interest in 
Thomson within and outwith Glas- 
gow, the Chairman has so far been 
asked to lecture on his architecture 
to the Scottish-Hellenic Society, the 
Saltire Society and the National Trust 
for Scotland. In June the Georgian 
Group, the London-based English 
national amenity society, visits 
Glasgow for a tour of Thomson’s 
architecture — a rare case of this 
society going beyond its Georgian 
sphere of interest and a considerable 
compliment to Thomson. 





Chairman: Gavin Stamp 


Hon. Treasurer: Sam McKinstry 





Professor Andrew MacMillan 


Alexander Thomson Society Committee 


Hon. Secretary: Dominic d’Angelo 


Hon. Minutes Secretary: Veronica Wright 
Committee: Mark Baines, Roger Emmerson, Roger Guthrie, John 
McAslan, Pippy McEwen, Alexander Stoddart, Elizabeth Vigue-Culshaw 


Our Patrons are the Marquess of Bute, Professor Andor Gomme and 








1996 THOMSON 
EXHIBITION 


An exhibition about Thomson 
planned for 1996 at the Art Gallery 
& Museum, Kelvingrove forms part 
of Glasgow’s submission to become 


City of the Visual Arts in 1996. 


This accolade has been created 
by the Office of Arts & Libraries 
under ascheme called Arts 2000., in 
which a city or region is nominated 
to represent one particular art form 
each year until 2000 (Birmingham is 
City of Music in 1992, East Midlands 
represents Dance in 1993) will 
culminate in the nationwide Year of 
the Artist. 


The Arts 2000 scheme is inspired 
by the European Cultural Capital 
programme, and presumably reflects 
Glasgow’s success as title-holder in 
1990. The Arts Council of Great 
Britain, who are administering the 
Arts 2000 competition, sent a 
selection panel to Glasgow in mid- 
January, and its decision will be made 
public at the end of this month. 
Glasgow’s competition is Hamp- 
shire, Bradford and the North East 
of England. 


Fortunately, the Thomson 
exhibition will go ahead regardless 
of Glasgow’s success in the Arts 2000 
programme. As stated before, we 
are still very anxious to hear from 
members about the location of 
material relating to Thomson, 
drawings, furniture designed by him, 
and old photographs ofhis buildings. 


e 


NEW THOMSON 
BOOK 


Sam McKinstry and Gavin Stamp 
are compiling a book of essays on 
Thomson examining aspects of his 
varied achievement, to be published 
by Edinburgh University Press. A 
Foreword has been provided by Sir 
John Summerson and the editors 
hope that contributors will include 
Mark Baines, Brian Edwards, Juliet 
Kinchin, James Macaulay, Charles 
McKean, John McKean, Sally Rush, 
Alexander Stoddart, David Walker, 
Frank Walker and David Watkin. 





THOMSON 
ABROAD 


Contd from Page 1 

London and then to the United 
States. In Liverpool, they were also 
responsible for the Racquet Club 
which was in the manner of 
Thomson (does it still exist?). 


It was the Audsley brothers who 
were responsible for an extra- 
ordinary tribute to Thomson in 
Manhattan: next to Cass Gilbert’s 
Custom House are the Bowling 
Green Offices of 1895. At ground 
and mezzanine level the offices are 
pure Thomson; above they show a 
vertical development of the 
Thomson trabeated style such as he 
might have produced had he been 
designing in New York for a steel 
frame. 


Local historians are baffled by 
the building, so different is it from 
the usual early American skyscrapers, 
but anyone who knows Glasgow 
knows what it is all about. What we 
need to know more about is the 
building’s architects: that enigmatic 
pair of much-travelled Scots, William 
Jamesand George Ashdown Audsley, 
eclectic architects, organ-builders 
and prolific publishers. The most 
informative article on them has been 
written by David Van Zanten in the 
Journal of the Milwaukee Art 
Museum (George Audsley designed 











the Layton Art Gallery, Milwaukee 
in 1885inaThomsonesque Grecian 


style). 


Andy MacMillan has rightly 
stressed the connections between 
Glasgow and the United States, 
arguing that Thomson invented the 
Prairie Style thirty years before Frank 
Lloyd Wright (another good reason 
for preserving Holmwood), butsuch 
connections are difficult to 
document. Sadly, the Layton Art 
Gallery was demolished in 1957, but 
the Bowling Green Offices survive 
(with a few extra storeys on top) and 
are a tangible piece of Glasgow that 
has travelled across the Atlantic. 
Where else can Thomson’s 
influence be seen abroad? 


Photos: Gavin Stamp, 1991 . 


A THOMSON MONUMENT? 


One of Glasgow’s scandals is that 
the grave of Alexander Thomson 
and his family in the Southern 
Necropolis is unmarked. The site is 
known, however, thanks to Charlotte 
Hutt and her volunteers who have 
surveyed this sadly vandalised 
cemetery (and whose research is to 
be published shortly). Gavin Stamp 
and Charlotte Hutt laid a wreath on 
the unmarked area of grass where 
Thomson lies on April 9th last year, 
before the launch of the Society, but 
this state of affairs must not continue. 


A suitable monument should 
be raised on this spot: ideally, this 


should be a replica of what once 
stood there, but no evidence has 
yet come to light recording the 
appearance of this stone. Can 
members help? The alternative is 
to commission a new monument, 
perhaps securing a suitable design 
through competition. 


The important question is, of 
course, whowill pay for it? Members 
of the Society may well be willing to 
contribute, but to achieve something 
really solid and worthwhile we shall 
probably need sponsorship. 
Members thoughts on this matter 
are invited. 
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TOURIST 


BOARD SHAME 


ta 0 =) 


Two members of the National 
Trustfor Scotland residentin France 
recently became interested in 
Thomson and asked for further 
information at the Scottish Tourist 
Office in London. Nobody there 
had heard of one of Scotland’s 
greatest architects. 





The Greater Glasgow Tourist 
Board turned out not much better 
informed: the official who answered 
the telephone had not heard of 
‘Greek’ Thomson either, although 
eventuallyacolleague was found who 
was vaguely aware of the name but 
could not provide any other 
information. What on earth are 
these people employed for? 
Presumably, aScottish Tourist Board 
employee ignorant of Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh would be shot. 


In consequence, the Chairman 
wrote to the Tourist Board’s new 
Chief Executive Ronald Roy, to 
complain about this lamentable 
ignorance. Mr Roy’s sympathetic 
response promises to ‘ensure that 
our Glasgow Bureaux are brought 
up to date and, through the Area 
Tourist Board network, we shall 
ensure that this information is 
disseminated throughoutScotland.’ 
Yet more proof, ifit were needed, of 
the need for the Alexander Thomson 
Society to exist. 


FOUND 


One pair of elegant black and 
white buttoned woolen gloves, left 
behind after tea at Arthur Lodge at 
the end of the visit to Edinburgh. 
Please apply to the Chairman. 


FOR SALE 


Two opportunities to own a 
Thomson house: N® 4 Moray Place is 
for sale as the owners unfortunately 
have to move to County Durham. 
Please apply to their agents, Slater, 
Hogg & Howison 041 649 4986. 

Rockland, Thomson’s ambitious 
Helensburgh villa, is also for sale at 
the moment. 
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WINTER LECTURE 
SERIES 


Although our primary purpose 
is to protect Thomson’ sarchitecture, 
a society such as ours must organise 
events, not least to further the 
purpose of making both members 
and a wider public more familiar 
with Thomson’s achievement. 
However, the three Autumn events 
were not particularly well-attended 
(Bad timing? Too short notice? The 
Committee needs to know). The 
dozen who attended the Edinburgh 
trip enjoyed an excellent tour in 
spectacular weather of one of the 
two buildings which Thomson 
thought the finest in Britain and 
one which may well become the 
home ofa future Scottish Assembly: 
Thomas Hamilton’s High School. 


More visits to Thomson’s 


buildings are being planned for the. 


Summer. For the Winter, a lecture 
series has been organised. The 380+ 
Society members shows the latent 
enthusiasm there is for Thomson in 
Glasgow, and many members 
evidently wish to know much more 
about his work. For this reason, four 
lecturesabout Thomson willbe given 
on alternate Thursday evenings at 
6.30 p.m. in the Mackintosh School 
of Architecture, 177 Renfrew Street. 
January 30th: Gavin Stamp — 
Alexander Thomson: Glasgow’s 
Other World-Class Architect. 


February 12th: DrSam McKinstry 
— Thomson’s Architectural 
Theories. 


February 26th: Mark Baines — 
Exploring the Wall: Thomson and 
the Facade. 


March 12th: Dr Brian Edwards 
— Thomson and Glasgow’s City 
Improvement Scheme. 


Admission for the whole series is 
£5 for members (£6 for non- 
members), or £1.50 (£2 for non- 
members) for individual lectures, 
payable at the door. Students, 
unwaged and OAPs admitted free. 





THOMSON’S 175th 
BIRTHDAY PARTY 


Other conservation societies 
holdaChristmas Party for members. 
We shall hold a birthday party on 
April 9th to celebrate the First 
Anniversary of the founding of the 
Society and Alexander Thomson’s 
175th Birthday. This will take place 
in Thomson’s own house, N° 1 Moray 
Place, Strathbungo, at 6.30 p.m. and 
should be an opportunity for 
members to meet and see inside 
what Henry-Russell Hitchcock 
described as “the finest ofall Grecian 
terraces.” 


The size of the house necessitates 
a limit on numbers, so tickets will be 





available at £12 a head, for wine and 
cocktail snacks, a buffet-supper and 
a 40-minute candle-lit salon recital 
by the distinguished mezzo-soprano 
Sandra Porter accompanied by the 
pianist Graeme McNaught, 
unanimous winner of the 1986 
Scottish Piano Competition. For 
tickets, apply to the Chairman at | 
Moray Place, Glasgow G41 2AQ, 
enclosing a stamped-addressed 
envelope. 


Other events planned for later in 
the year include a visit to Bute to see 
Thomson’s Tor House at Rothesay, 
visits to Cove and, if possible, to 
Holmwood and walks around 
Pollokshields. 


St Vincent Street Church Cake: 
Christopher Reece-Bowen 
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HOLMWOOD 


Thomson’ sfinestvillain Cathcart 
continues to be the Society’s 
principal cause for concern. The 
current situation is both worrying 
and encouraging. Whatis worrying, 
above all, is that the Sisters of Our 
Lady of the Missions leave the house 
after the school term ends in June, 
and the building will then become 
at risk from vandalism and worse 
unless measures are taken for its 
security. 


Following the City Council’s 
refusal to grant planning permission 
foraflatdevelopmentin the grounds 
of Holmwood, the Carvill Group, 
which has an option for purchase of 
the property, has yet to submit any 
revised proposals. 


This Society has made no secret 
of the fact that we wish to see 
Holmwood restored and in the 
public realm: we are implacably 
opposed to any development in the 
landscaped grounds in front of the 
house, and to the demolition of the 
Stable Block to secure access to any 
development behind the house. We 
would not, however, in principle 
oppose a low-density development 
of the less significant parts of the 
grounds, nor of the adjoining site 
where the house called ‘Sunnyside’ 
once stood. We would therefore be 
happy if negotiations between the 
National Trust for Scotland and the 
developers could achieve our aims. 


What has been immensely 
encouraging is the wide support for 
preserving Holmwood which has 
emerged. Historic Scotland, the 
Scottish Civic Trustand the Georgian 
Group have all protested strongly 
against the proposed development 
at Holmwood and the City Council 
is taking a strong and positive stand 
in attempting to achieve the 
preservation of the house. 

Above all, the National Trust for 
Scotland has been immensely 
supportive. The Trust’s Executive 
Committee has visited the house and 


considers that it is of sufficient merit 
to be acquired by the Trust. This, of 
course, would be the ideal solution 
for Glasgow and for Scotland, for 
what Hill House is to Mackintosh, 
Holmwood is to Thomson, and, at 
present, the National Trust lacks 
both 19th century architecture and 
properties in the West of Scotland. 


The problem, of course, is 
money; although if development of 
its grounds is precluded, the cost of 
acquiring Holmwood should not be 
that great. Meanwhile, negotiations 
are continuing. 


e 


ST VINCENT 
STREET CHURCH 


The condition and the future of 
the one intact surviving church by 
Thomson remains a major cause for 
concern. 


We are anxious about both the 
long-term and short-term future of 
the building. In the long term, we 
believe that this major Glasgow 
monument and landmark should 
be fully restored and play a much 
more prominent role in the life of 
the city; in the short term, we are 
very concerned that the church does 
not become redundant. 


We have argued that the best 
possible use for any historic building 


is for the purpose for which it was. 


built. The St Vincent Street Church 
was designed by Thomson for 
Presbyterian worship and continues 
to perform this function; we believe 
itshould continue to do so. We have 
therefore been dismayed by the 
failure of negotiations between the 
building’s owners, Glasgow City 
Council, and the Free Church to 
secure a new lease for the 
congregation, as the present lease 
expires this year. 

The Society has found the Free 
Church congregation always to be 
accommodating and welcoming to 
visitors and a good tenant for the 
building. We have agreed that it is 
unrealistic to expect the 
congregation to pay a commercial 
rent, such as might cover the cost of 
maintenance, for the fabric has been 





seriously neglected by its owners for 
some years. We have also argued 
that it will be bad for the building 
and for Glasgow if the church is 
made redundant. As historic 
churches are a major conservation 
problem, and as Glasgow has lost so 
many of them, it seems to us lunacy 
tomake achurch redundantwhen it 
need not be. 


However, it is encouraging to be 
able to report that, since the 
retirement of the City Estates 
Surveyor, the attitude of the City 
Council towards the Free Church 
seems to have become more flexible. 
Furthermore, the Free Church 
congregation is willing to run avisitor 
centre in the building and to present 
some form of exhibition about 
Thomson. This offer ought to be 
taken up by the City Council, who 
should note that for the second year 
running, on ‘Doors Open Day’ the 
St Vincent Street Church attracted 
more visitors than any Glasgow 
building save the School of Art. 


In the long term, we should like 
to see the church used as a church, 
but with many other activities taking 
place in the building. The huge 
amount of space in the podium is a 
potential asset deserving much fuller 
exploitation. It is encouraging to 
report that, following the Buildings 
at Risk symposium, the Glasgow 
Institute of Architects has decided 
to take positive action over the future 
of the St Vincent Street Church ata 
political level and a meeting has 
been arranged with the Lord Provost 
at which the Society will be 
represented. We hope to be able to 
report progress on this in the next 
Newsletter. 


e 


N° 4 GT WESTERN 
TERRACE 


Credit where credit is due: we 
must applaud the action of the City 
Council in acquiring — this 
scandalously neglected house in 
Thomson’s grandest terrace by 
Compulsory Purchase. All too often 
local authorities are reluctant to 
exercise the powers they possess to 
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protect historic buildings, butin this 
case Glasgow has acted with vigour 
to protect what is left of a very fine 
interior by Thomson with Gothic 
details by another hand. 


The Four Acres Charitable Trust 
proposed ascheme for restoring the 
house and making it accessible to 
the public, but at the time of writing 
it seems most likely that the City 
Council will sell the property to the 
National Trust for Scotland to 
convert the basement into two 
residential units under the ‘Little 
Houses’ scheme, while keeping the 
two principal floors of the house 
undivided. This naturally has our 
support: we look forward to seeing 
the interior of this house restored. 


SHISH MAHAL, GIBSON STREET 


We learned with dismay of the 
proposal to demolish this part of a 
Thomson tenement in Hillhead 
following the apparent failure of 
remedial repairs to the structure. As 
the City Council has spent some 
£600,000 on the building, it would 
seem monstrous to throw this money 
away and gravely damage the 
character of the conservation area 
in which the building stands. As the 
future of the contiguous terrace 
around the corner in Otago Street 
remains uncertain — the result of the 
public enquiryisyetto be announced 
— there remains a grave risk that a 
large and important piece of urban 
development by Thomson may 
disappear. This tenement design 
may not be Thomson’s best (Dr 
McFadzean’s account of it in his 











book is not complimentary) but it 
nevertheless exhibits some curious 
details and is a crucial piece of 
townscape in the West End. No final 
decision about the future of the 
‘Shish Mahal’ building has been 
taken, and we hope that, whatever 
happens, its facade will be retained. 


e 


N°s 1-3 WALMER 
CRESCENT 


Walmer Crescent is one of 
Thomson’s most remarkable and 
Schinkelesque designs, restored by 
the City Council in 1981 following 
the disgraceful and scandalous 
destruction of Queen’s Park Terrace. 
It is alarming to see that the corner 
above Cessnock underground 
station is supported by scaffolding 
and in poor condition. We hope 
that the City Council will take 
vigorous and speedy action against 
the recalcitrant owner who is 
jeopardising the future of this 
magnificent conception. 


e 
EGYPTIAN HALLS 


The forlorn condition of 
Thomson’s finest commercial block 
— surely the finest mid-Victorian 
commercial building in Britain — 
remains a great worry. Most of the 
property is unoccupied above 
ground floor level, the stonework is 
black and decaying, while plants 
sproutfrom the magnificentcornice. 
The problem here is thatthe building 
is in multiple ownership, but we 
have pressed the City Council to 
take action. The building is to be 
surveyed by the Royal Commission 
for the Historical and Ancient 
Monuments of Scotland, which is 
both good news and bad - given that 
curious Glasgow phenomenon of 
buildings ‘going on fire’. 


Queen’s Park Terrace, Eglinton Street, 
demolished 1981. 
Photo: RCAHMS 1980. 
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TOR HOUSE, 
ROTHESAY 


The Society has supported the 
efforts of the owner to have the roof 
and eaves restored on _ this 
particularly fine Thomson villa. The 
design is conspicuous for its wide 
overhanging eaves formed by single 
large slates on cast-iron brackets. 
Most are missing, and we hope that 
the relevant authorities will give 
financial support to the necessary 
task of replacing them. 


€ 


LANGSIDE HILL 
CHURCH 


Langside Hill Church, nowasad 
gutted ruin near the Double Villa, is 
not by Thomson but by his pupil, 
Alexander Skirving. Built in 1895- 
96, this was one of the last Classical 
churches to be built in Glasgow and 
in use until 1970. The ruin, opposite 
the Battle of Langside Monument, is 
of great townscape importance on 
the south side of Queen’s Park and 
should notbe lost. We have therefore 
strongly supported the scheme 
prepared by architect Robin 
Haddow, to restore the building and 
create a restaurant and exhibition 
space in the interior. 


The Committee of the Society 
believes that it is important that we 
not only fight for works by Thomson 
butalso for other Victorian Classical 
buildings in Glasgow of related 
character. We trust members agree. 


e 
THOMSON PLAQUES 


The City Council is proposing to 
erect bronze plaques on buildings 
by Alexander Thomson, following 
on from Fiona Sinclair’s leaflet 
‘Alexander Greek Thomson: The 
Glasgow Buildings’ published by the 
City Council’s Planning Department 
in 1990. Naturally we applaud any 
proposal to give more public 
attention to Thomson’sachievement 
and have therefore expressed our 
support to the Council. 


Contd Page § 














A MONUMENTAL DISCOVERY 


Rummaging in the deepest vaults of the St Vincent Street Church, 
Sam McKinstry recently discovered a monument to the church’s first 
Minister, the Revd Alexander Ogilvy Beattie (who died in 1858 and lies 
in the Necropolis under a superb tomb designed by Thomson). This 
white marble wall monument is at present in two pieces: a large Grecian 
urn and a tablet with a relief sculpture of Beattie, doubtless carved by 
Thomson’s friend, the sculptor John Mossman. Itis hoped to re-erect this 
monument in the church so that it can be seen by visitors. 


Above: Tomb of the Revd A.O. Beattie, 
Jirst Minister of the St Vincent Street Church, in the Glasgow Necropolis. 
Photo: Gavin Stamp 1 991 
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The Alexander Thomson Society 
Draft Constitution 1991-1992 


1. Name 


The name of the society shall be 
‘The Alexander Thomson Society’. 


2. Objects 


The objects of the Society shall 
be to protect and promote the work 
of the Scottish architect Alexander 
‘Greek’ Thomson (1817-1875). 


In furtherance of these objects, 
the Society shall seek in particular to 


i) Undertake case work to ensure 
the preservation and survival of 
Thomson’s existing buildings and 
other artefacts. 


ii) Assist and advise owners and 
prospective owners of Thomson’s 
buildings seeking guidance on 
appropriate conservation. 


ii) Promote and _ publish 
information on Thomson through 
a newsletter and by other means. 


iv) Promote and encourage 
original research on Thomson. 


v) Arrange talks, lectures and 
visits from time to time. 


3. Membership 


Membership shall be open to all 
persons who are in agreement with 
the Society and shall comprise: 


a) Ordinary members, who shall 
pay an annual subscription to be 
determined by the Societyin Annual 
General Meeting. 


b) Corporate members, whoshall 
payan annual subscription and have 
such rights as the Society shall from 
time to time agree. 


Members shall be approved by 
the Committee of the Society. 
Renewal of membership shall be at 
the discretion of the Committee, 
any refusal being subject to 
confirmation at the next Annual 
General Meeting. 


4. Officers 


The Officers of the Society shall 
consist of a Chairman, Honorary 
Treasurer, Honorary Secretary and 
Minute Secretary, who shall be 
elected by the members at the 
Annual General Meeting. 


The Chairman shall be elected 
for a term of three years, the other 
Officers shall be elected annually. 
All Officers shall be eligible for re- 
election. 


In addition to the Officers, the 
Society will have Patrons, who will 
be elected or confirmed by the 
Society at the Annual General 
Meeting. 


5. Committee 


The Committee shall consist of 
the Officers together with seven 
ordinary members, two of whom 
shall retire annually but shall be 
eligible for immediate re-election. 


Meetings of the Committee 
shall be held as required. Aquorum 
will consist of one-third of the 
Committee in post, taken to the 
nearest whole number. The 
Committee shall have the power 
to co-opt members between 
Annual General Meetings. 


6. General Meetings 


An Annual General Meeting of 
members of the Society shall be 
held once in each calendar year at 
a time and place to be decided by 
the Committee. Members shall be 
notified by post not less than three 
weeks prior to the date of the 
meeting. 

The meeting shall receive a 
Report and Accounts for the 
previous year, elect Officers and 
transact such other business as may 
be necessary. 
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7. Amendments 


The Constitution may be 
amended by a two-thirds majority of 
members present at an Annual 
General Meeting, provided that 
twenty-one days’ notice of the 
proposed amendment has been 
given to all members. 


8. Dissolution 


The Society may be dissolved by 
a resolution passed by a two-thirds 
majority of those present and voting 
atan extraordinary General Meeting 
convened for the purpose, of which 
twenty-one days’ notice shall have 
been given to all members. 


In the event of the dissolution of 
the Society, the Committee shall 
transfer any remaining property of the 
Society to such Charity or Charities as 
the Committee shall think fit. 





Contd from Page 7 

We did, however, express 
reservations about using the oval- 
shaped standard bronze plaque fixed 
to other historic buildings in the 
city. The design of the plaque is of 
great importance, and we consider 
that the directional ambiguity of the 
oval shape is alien to the consciously 
primitive geometrical character of 
Thomson’s architecture. 


In the last ofhis Haldane lectures, 
Thomson admitted that the oval isa 
beautiful form but argued that the 
circle is much superior. As circular 
paterae and discs are often used as 
ornaments on Thomson’s buildings, 
we feel that Thomson’s buildings 
should be distinguished by circular 
bronze plaques. We hope owners of 
Thomson’s buildingsin Glasgowwill 
agree and make this point to the City 
Council when their approval is 
sought for erecting the plaques. 


